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The next meeting will be Monday, APRIL 10, 2017 at 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Maryville 
Church of Christ, 611 Sherwood Dr. Maryville, Tn. 
 
Ken Dale, advanced Tennessee Master Beekeeper and our East Tennessee TBA regional 
Vice President will be our speaker.  He will be speaking on Raising Queens using the Cloak 
Board method and other backyard ways to raise Queens. 
 
I would like to take this time to congratulate our six grant winners. It is hard to pick out the 
applicants to give these grants to when all could have been justified in receiving a grant.  
Sorry that we couldn’t give everyone a grant.  BCBA welcome’s the new beekeepers that 
has joined our club. It is important to keep coming to the meetings and to keep learning.  
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 BCBA FIELD DAY 

AT CHARLIE PARTON’S FARM 
SATURDAY APRIL 29TH @ 10:00 am 
1768 E. Brown School Rd. Maryville 

There will be a sign at the driveway (Beekeepers Field Day) 
Bring safety equipment: veil, gloves, and long sleeve jacket 

Guided by an experienced beekeeper you will learn 
    a. Proper way to open hive and remove frames 
    b. To identify eggs, larva, capped brood, pollen and honey 
    c. Identify queens, workers and drones.  
        After a light lunch anyone who wishes will be able to tour                 
        the Honey House 

Rain Date May 6th 
Charlie Parton 865-776-1875 

Chuck Davis President 865-566-3690 
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Hope you can make it to the February meeting 
and hear Howard Kerr share some of his 
knowledge and experiences. 

 
Oxalic vaporizers available 

The BCBA now has three oxalic acid vaporizers 
for use by members. Oxalic acid has become a 
popular way to treat beehives for varroa mites 
during this time of year. If you have never used 
one before, call Harlen Breeden and he can 
instruct you how to use it safely. The vaporizers 
can be reserved by calling Noelle Cleverly at  
ain865-389-0160 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place an ad in the BCBA newsletter 

 placing an ad in the BCBA newsletter. A business 
card size ad is $40 a year, with a 20 percent 
discount if you are a BCBA member. That makes 
it only $32 a year. Contact Harlen Breeden (  

  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CHUCK’s CORNER 
• April Chuck's Corner 

March has been an extremely busy month for beekeepers. With 

the warmer weather, several have  

experienced or even caught swarms. Be sure to check your hives 

for swarm prevention as well as set  

out several swarm traps. 

At our last meeting, I had mentioned the beekeeper in 

Gatlinburg that had lost his hives in the recent  

fire.  As I understand, all 6 of his hives were lost in the fire. I had 

learned that both the Sevier and Knox 

County bee clubs were helping the victim with one Nuc and one 

hive. After I had described the  

situation to our club, I was completely overwhelmed with the 

response of our club.  We have received  

donations of enough woodenware and frames/foundation to 

complete 3 double-deep hives along with  

several medium honey supers. We will complete the 3 hives with 

1 package and 2 Nucs so that he can  

get back into beekeeping quickly.  I am honored to be associated 

with such a group of beekeepers. 

I recently have had the opportunity to speak to a several grade 

school classes about honey bees.  Seeing 

there excitement and questions about honey bees is up lifting.  I 

also was the speaker at the “Tuesdays  

at 2” social event at the Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in 

Townsend. A great crowd of inquisitive  

adults made for a fun presentation.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next bee meeting 

April 10! 

 
 

DUES ARE DUE 
If you have not paid your dues please do so 
soon. You can pay Bernie (preferably) by check 
at the meeting or mail it to him. 

 
Bernie McGraw 

1220 Havenwood Dr. 
Maryville, Tn 37804 

 
ITS TIME TO PAY FOR YOUR AD IN THE BCBA 

NEWS LETTER. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
PLACE AN AD IN THE NEWSLETTER 

CONTACT ONE OF THE BCBA OFFICERS 
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By now most of our beekeepers have their bees and in the hive. This 
especially is a thrilling experience for new people who have never done this 
before. Now that you have your bees in the hive, it is time to keep learning 
about bees. It is a never-ending process. DON’T stop coming to the BCBA 
meetings and keep reading and studying bees. A good place to learn more is 
to join the BCBA Facebook group for it is a good place to share information. 
There are several experienced beekeepers that monitor this site and are 
willing to contribute and answer your questions. Just go to Facebook and 
click on groups and search for Blount County Beekeepers Association and 
ask to join the group. There are two Blount County Associations. Make sure 
that you find the one in Tennessee.   
 
Check out our Web site occasionally. Stacy Adair is doing a good job of 
keeping it up to date and you can find the latest information about our Club 
there. If you have anything that might be of interest to others or any 
suggestions about our Web Site you can contact Stacy by email 
tvhdoc@charter.net .   
 

MORE BCBA INFO 
 

TBA AND BCBA GRANT WINNERS 
Rebekah Luhrs-BCBA- Luke Newman-Mentor 

Jessica Diaz-BCBA-Luke Newman-Mentor 
Twilla Murphy-BCBA-Harlen Breeden-Mentor 

James Westbrook-TBA-Chuck Davis-Mentor 
Don & Debra Adist-TBA-Charlie Parton-Mentor 

David & Karen Taylor-TBA-Howard Kerr-Mentor 
 
 

mailto:tvhdoc@charter.net
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Bee Inspectors 
It’s the state law to have 

your beehives registered, so 

don’t neglect this important 

duty. 

If you want them inspected, 

below is a list of association 

bee inspectors. There is no 

cost for this service. If you 

are planning to move hives, 

they must be inspected. 

 

Stacey Adair, 983-6223 

Jose Ashbrook 258-8636 

Ricky Baily, 250-8123 

Dennis Barry, 414-2116 

Harlen Breeden, 719-1828 

Dale Hinkle, 423-261-5234 

Charlie Parton, 984-3059 

Stephanie Tarwater,293-6229 

 

BCBA OFFICERS 
Chuck Davis, President 
865-566-3690 
 
Mark Evans, Vice President 
865-984-1858 
 
Bernie McGraw, Treasurer 
865-984-1005 
 
Mark Ford, Secretary 
865-603-2016 
 
Harlen Breeden, Alt. Officer 
865-719-1828 

 

SEASONAL MANAGEMENT-APRIL 
 
March - Seasonal Management 

The HONEY FLOW has begun. Put 2-3 Supers on 

NOW. If you don’t your hives will swarm. All 

treatments should be off. Remove any treatments 

that are still on, we don’t want any treatment in the 

food we eat or feed our children and grandchildren. 

Check your hives every week, if the top super has 

nectar in it put another one on top. When you run 

out of supers, move the outside frames to the center, 

for some reason bees don’t always fill the outside 

frames, rotate them. This year the honey flow is early 

and wet, lots of rain. 

In a perfect world that would be all and the bees 

wouldn’t swarm but the world ain’t perfect its flat 

and bees swarm. What do you do? Catch the swarm 

spend 90% of your time trying to nurse it to a good 

hive. Let it go and enjoy the benefits of more feral 

bees. Or breakdown your hives often to tear out 

queen cells to avoid this. Or if you had re-queened 

last fall you could have avoided this. 

Show respect for each other and not set bait traps 

next to your neighbor’s apiary. You will need help 

one day. For some reason, he never seems to have 

time anymore.  

Now is when all your hard work and preparation pays 

off.   

Dale Hinkle 
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We had a good turnout for the New Beekeepers class. Jose` Ashbrook 
and Stacy Adair done a great job of teaching the class. A special thanks 
to Jose` and Stacy. 

We also had a good turnout for the woodenware class. Thank 
you, Dennis Barry for leading this and a special thanks to our 
regular members that turned out to help. 
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Blount County Beekeepers Association  
c/o Mark Ford 

3018 French Creek Road 

Knoxville, TN 37920 

 

 

OUR GRANT WINNERS AND MENTORS 
 


