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Annual auction to pay 
for BCBA scholarships 
 
March is auction month for the Blount 
County Beekeepers Association. 
 
As we do each year, we will be 
auctioning a wide variety of items at 
our monthly meeting on Monday, 
March 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Blount 
County Library. 
 
Money raised from the auction will go 
to next year’s BCBA/Charlie Stewart 
grant awards. Last year, we raised 
about $1,400, which enables us to 
give five substantial grants to 
beekeepers in our area who need 
assistances in getting started or in a 
special project they would like to 
undertake. 
 
All of the items in the auction are 
donated, and most come from BCBA 
members themselves. 
 
They inlcude many beekeeping items 
as well as crafts and other items. 
Members are urged to bring items to 
the meeting for auction. They are also 
reminded that their gifts to the 
association are tax deductible. 

President’s message 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
I would personally like to say “thank you” to 
the officers, directors, and members who 
worked in the BCBA short course to make it 
a huge success.  We could not have done 
this without your help.  I also want to thank 
the members and vendors for donating door 
prizes and a raffle prize.  
 
I also want to express my gratitude to the 
speakers for doing a superb job presenting 
and demonstrating the topics that they 
brought before the short course each night.  
I was very impressed with the crowd we 
had.  It proves a lot of people are becoming 
interested in beekeeping. 

 
Check out the web site 

for the 
Blount County Beekeepers 

http://blountbees.com 

 Don’t forget about our  
annual auction in March 
to raise funds for our 
BCBA/Charlie Stewart 
Scholarship.Please 
remember to bring  
items for the auction 
with you. 
 
Thank you, 
Terry Best 
 



 
BCBA members urged 
to join TN beekeepers 
 
The Tennessee Beekeepers Association (TBA) 
is a statewide organization of individuals 
dedicated to the preservation of honeybees, 
pollination of crops with honeybees, and 
production of pure honey.  
 
TBA represents the interests of hobbyist and 
commercial beekeepers, as well as other 
concerned individuals, throughout Tennessee. 
  
BCBA has one of the largest county clubs in 
Tennessee, over 150 family memberships; 
however, we have the smallest percentage of 
TBA memberships. So how does BCBA get a 
voice in TBA? By membership! Membership in 
TBA is only $10.00 per Individual and 22.00 for 
Families. For every 25 TBA/BCBA (both) club 
memberships we get one Director on the Board 
of TBA. 
  
Benefits of Membership: 

• TBA supports local beekeeping 
associations by providing educational 
materials, speakers, and assistance 
with organizational activities. 

• receive a bi-monthly newsletter 
• learn about the latest in beekeeping 

research and developments 
• gain group strength and support when 

corresponding with state and federal 
officials 

• obtain reduced subscriptions on 
beekeeping magazines 

• 20% discount off purchases at Books-A-
Million with code #8000007586 

• annual convention with well-known 
industry speakers, provided at low cost 

 
If we are going to have a say in the directives 
of TBA, we need your support, so please join! 
We can help you join TBA at our monthly 
meetings. Anyone who has joined TBA and 
sent there dues in directly to them, let me 
know so we can count you. Thank you! 
 
Dale Hinkle 
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BCBA/Charlie Stewart grants 
to be announced at March 
meeting 
 
Recipients of the 2010 BCBA/Charlie Stewart 
grants will be announced at the March meeting. 
 
Last year’s auction raised about $1,400, and the 
BCBA board has voted to award five $200 grants. 
 
The grants were established in January of 2001 the 
Blount County Beekeepers Association as the 
Charlie Stewart Grant program in memory of one 
of its longstanding and honored members.  
 
In the past, grants were presented to young 
persons, age 13-18, to promote beekeeping and 
teach the skills necessary to become good 
beekeepers.  
 
After awarding 3 scholarships over the first 3 
years, the Board of BCBA has modified the award 
and the new name is The BCBA/Charlie Stewart 
Grant. 
 
The purpose of the grant is to enhance the skills of 
current beekeepers, or to promote new 
beekeepers, young and old. The number of grants 
awarded will depend on the success of the auction 
each spring.  
 
This year we will try to assign mentors to grant 
recipients for new beekeepers, so the number of 
grants has yet to be determined. The only 
requirement to be eligible for the grant is to make 
application, and to state the intended use of the 
grant money in your beekeeping endeavors.  
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By Stacey Adair 
 
What a long, cold winter we have had, but it feels 
like spring is just around the corner! March and 
April are probably the busiest times in the apiary, 
so let’s try to get our thoughts together on what 
we should be doing. 
 
First and foremost, at the first warm days, you 
need to get into your bees to check for a laying 
queen, and for food stores. Even though the 
weather has been cold, the queens have started 
laying, and you should see different stages of 
brood in your hives at this time. Next most 
importantly, check their food stores. The rapid 
spring build up can deplete stores, and colonies 
that made it through the tough winter can actually 
starve this time of year. If the colonies are 
building up, and don’t have at least 15# of stores, 
you should supplement them. A 2:1 water to 
sugar mixture is appropriate for this time of the 
year. When the nectar flow begins, the bees will 
discontinue taking feed supplement, so you can 
remove feeders at this time. 
 
Combine colonies which may have lost the queen 
over the winter. If you have a colony that is 
queenless, combine that colony over a strong 
colony using newspaper. It is nearly futile to try to 
introduce a queen into a colony at this time of 
year. You must have nurse bees and brood to 
have a successful attempt, so please don’t waste 
your time or money. 
 
Medications. Check the colonies for evidence of 
parasites. It is sometimes difficult to determine a 
parasite problem coming out of winter, so ask 
your inspectors for help. Most established 
beekeepers will use a spring treatment for 
Nosema and varroa mites. 1 gallon of sugar water 
with Fumigillan can be fed for Nosema, and formic 
acid can be used in the spring for varroa and 
tracheal mite control. Please remember to have all 
treatments removed before honey supers are put 
on the colonies. 
 
Swarm control is the next issue to be on the 

lookout for in spring. As the colony begins 
to build up, congestion can trigger the 
swarm process. There are many ways to 
try to prevent congestion. One is to 
reverse brood chambers, giving the queen 
room above for laying. You can also drop 
in frames of drawn comb next to the brood 
to give her more room. Be careful when 
using this method though, not to divide the 
brood. We still have very cold nights in 
March and April, and don’t want the brood 
to become chilled because it was divided. 
For really strong colonies, honey supers 
can be put on for extra room, if all 
treatments have been removed. 
Sometimes the extra room above can 
relieve congestion. Be careful not to put 
too many supers on too early though. Too 
much room makes it difficult for the colony 
to defend against wax moths. 
 
If all your efforts to prevent congestion 
have failed due to the presence of swarm 
cells (queen cells located on the bottoms of 
the frames), you can try to keep the queen 
cells cut out while adding more room. John 
Gee has stated that he has been able to 
prevent swarming by placing a box of 
foundation between the 2 hive bodies. He 
has had very good success with this 
method. I would only recommend this if 
the colony is very strong! Splitting the 
brood in a weaker colony can backfire on 
you! If the colony continues pulling down 
swarm cells even after you have relieved 
congestion, swarming is inevitable. To 
prevent losing the swarm to your neighbor, 
you can make an artificial swarm yourself. 
Split the colony by taking the old queen 
and 3 frames of brood, along with 2 frames 
of food and empty comb, and put her into 
a nuc box. Move the nuc box to a new 
location. Leave the remaining colony where 
it was, and remove all but 3-4 queen cells. 
 
 They will hatch out a queen, and hopefully 
she will mate and begin laying within 3 
weeks of hatching. 
 
   If you can prevent swarming and 
starvation during the spring, you will have 
sufficient numbers of bees to forage when 
the nectar flow begins, usually some time 
in April. Remember to air out your stored 

Seasonal management 

  Long winter makes spring actions important 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 
 
They will hatch out a queen, and hopefully she will 
mate and begin laying within 3 weeks of hatching. 
 
   If you can prevent swarming and starvation 
during the spring, you will have sufficient 
numbers of bees to forage when the nectar flow 
begins, usually some time in April. Remember to 
air out your stored honey supers a few days 
before placing on the colonies. Most of our 
established beekeepers recommend adding about 

3 supers at a time if using drawn comb, and 
one box of foundation at a time if starting out 
with only foundation.  
 
You may add another box of foundation when 
the entire first box is drawn and nectar has 
been put into 70% of the frames. Good luck to 
everyone this year, and hope for a 
tremendous honey flow! 
                                                                      
Stacey 

Seasonal management 

A workshop on constructing wooden 
ware the proper way on the 
Saturday March 13.  
 
BCBA members will show new 
beekeepers how to put together 
hive bodies, supers and frames. 
They will also show how to put 
foundation into the frames, using 
wire and the push pin alternative.  
 
This will be a hands on 
demonstration, and you will be 
constructing actual equipment. 
Everything will be provided, 
including some refreshments.  
 
We will begin at 9:30 and finish 
around lunch time.Veteran and 
rookie beekeepers are  invited to 
attend. 

Directions 
 
The location is the Masonic 
Hall in Alcoa, 797 Vose 
Street. Directions to the 
Masonic hall: Take Hall Road 
to Bessemer street and turn 
East. Follow Bessemer 
through Alcoa, under the 
tunnel, and to Springbrook 
Road, about 1.25 miles. Go 
straight at the stop sign, and 
go 0.25 miles and turn left 
on N. Wright street. Go 0.3 
miles to Vose Street. The 
Masonic Hall is at the 
intersection of Vose and 
Wright, on the left. Look for 
the sign! 
 
Questions? Contact Terry 
Best 977-0282. 

Wooden ware workshop set for Saturday, March 13 

 
 
Dennis Barry demonstrates 
box building at a prevous 
workshop 
 
xx 
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BCBA officers 
 
Terry Best 
President, 977-0282 
 
Dennis Barry 
Vice President 
414-2116 
 
Dale Hinkle 
Treasurer 
423-420-9376 
 
Stacey Adair 
Secretary, 983-6223 
 
Jim Stovall 
Alt. Officer/PR/Web 
983-6815 
 

BCBA Short Course 
for new beekeepers 
 
A good time was had by all. 

How many people are here for the first time? 

 

A question for Charlie 
Parton (left) as he talks 
about equipment. 

 

Brandon Venable tells about his 
experiences as a new beekeeper. 

 

The workshop attracted 
about 140 people on the 
first night. Many of 
them were young but 
showed a real interest 
in beekeeping. 

 



 

Terry Best and Charlie Parton attended the board 
meeting of the Tennessee Beekeepers Assocaton 
on Saturday, Feb. 27. Here is Charlie’s report: 
 
1. A motion was approved to give $100 to local 
associations to offset the cost of a short course. 
We are eligible even though we have already had 
ours. 
  
2. A motion I was passed with a 27 to 1 margin. 
(See below.) 
  
3. A brief overview of the fall meeting was given 
and it looks like a good meeting with Marion Ellis, 
Kent Williams, Virginia and Richard Webb as 
speakers thus far.) 
  
4. Jim Garrison shared his desire that we to put 
together a  long range planning committee. Some 
of the items discussed were a Master Beekeeping 
Program, Developing association with 
organizations like Farm Bureau ( they printed the 
program for the fall meeting last year and gave 
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Blount County Beekeepers Association  
c/o Stacey Adair  
2725 Stephens Road  
Maryville, TN 37803  

250.00 toward the conference) Tractor Supply 
and Tennessee Farmers Cooperatives etc. 
  
5. Overall Terry and I felt like it was a good 
meeting with some very relevant subjects  
discussed. 

 
Motion 

Grants given by TBA to any person or 
organization shall be used for the purpose of 
beekeeping and/or the promotion of 
beekeeping. Any person or organization 
awarded said grant shall be required to give a 
report to the board or send a representative of 
said person or organization to make the 
report. The report shall address how these 
funds were used and what results were 
accomplished. This report shall be given at the 
TBA board meeting following completion of the 
activity being funded by TBA. If the grant 
recipient does not appear to give the required 
report no future funds will be given to that 
person or organization. 

Best, Parton attend TN beekeepers meeting 


