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Gee to demonstrate 
honey extraction 
basics at June meeting 
 
John Gee wil show us how to extract the 
honey that our bees have been making this 
month at the June meeting of the Blount 
County Beekeepers Association. 
 
The meeting will be on Monday, June 14, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Blount County Library. The 
public is welcome to attend. 
 
Stacey Adair asks that all members be 
reminded that if they have not paid their 
association dues, they are past due. The dues 
should be paid during January and February, 
and it is important for the association’s 
financial health that they be paid in a timely 
fashion. Stacey also plans to bring order forms 
for BCBA shirts to the June meeting. The 
prices on the hats are $13 each, and the shirts 
range from $16- $28 depending on the style 
you want. Payment for the shirts and hats will 
be due when the articles arrive. 

President’s message 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
I cannot believe almost half of the year is over 
already as June begins.  I hope everyone’s bees 
are filling those honey supers up. I have never 
seen so much white clover as the bees are just 
now beginning to work it.   
 
At the June 14 meeting, Mr. John Gee will show 
us how to uncap and extract honey from the 
supers.  He will also demonstrate how to strain the 
honey, then fill the jars.   
 
So all new beekeepers need to come to the 
meeting to see how the process is done.  John will 
be using the equipment BCBA has acquired for 
the members to use. 
 
I hope to see everyone at the June meeting. 
 
Thank you, 
Terry Best 
 
 
 

 

Bees draw a swarm of kids 
 
What an exciting day it was with 600+ 
3rd graders, teachers and parents! 
Every year the Monroe County Farm 
Bureau hosts Farm City Day. Nancy 
and I took bees to share with the 
children. We showed them an 
observation hive, and explained the 
different parts of the hive to them. 
Everyone needs to share their 
knowledge of bees with others, not 
necessarily 600 at a time, but share 
your gift with others. Every year I hope 
several of the kids catch the fever that 
we have for bees. Next year come join 
Nancy and me for some fun in the sun! 

Dale Hinkle 
 
More pictures on page 6. 



 

From the members 
 
Amanda and Dennis Killingsworth 

Our bees seem to be doing really well this 
year. We have not got into the nests 
because of all the supers we have on our 
hives but as far as I can tell all is well. 
 
We have not caught any swarms this year 
but I know for sure we had two hives swarm 
because we witnessed them! They were too 
high up in the trees to catch them but we 
did try setting out an empty hive with 
swarm lure. No luck. I really don’t think 
we’ve had more than two swarms, but I 
wouldn’t be able to tell otherwise. 

 
 
Leo Bazyn 

Our oldest hive is producing well with nearly 
two full supers. The hive the club helped me 
start is making brood, honey etc. We will 
not have a harvest on the new hive. 
 
I have not caught any swarms but have a 
third hive ready to go just in case.  

 
 
Beth Emeterio  

I looked out this morning (June 5) and saw 
a huge ball of bees in the tree behind my 
hives. They were gone within 20 minutes of 
when I noticed them and it looked like 
they landed on the front of my new hive.  
They were gone within 10 minutes from 
there and the hives looked perfectly 
normal.    
 
Dennis Barry was very helpful and came 
over to check the situation out.  We went 
though both hives and he said they look 
great!  If I hadn't seen it happen, I never 
would have believed it actually did. I'm 
hoping the bees found a nice new home.  If 
you see them, tell them they can come 
home if they want to!   

 

 
Check out the web site 

for the 
Blount County Beekeepers 
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Top: Dennis Killingsworth poses with two of 
his tallest hives. 
Bottom: The Killingsworth apiary 
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By Jim Stovall 
 
Don't stand in front of the hive. 
 
That's one of the basic commands of 
beekeeping, and that should be the main 
seasonal management principle of East 
Tennessee beekeepers during June. What 
we're really saying is stay out of the way of 
the bees. 
 
If your hives are going to do anything toward 
making honey for you this year, June is the 
month they're going to do it. (May is a pretty 
good month for this, too.) So, all the 
beekeeper needs to do this month is to keep 
watch and stay out of the way. 
 
And, of course, prepare for July. 
 
Keep watch. Most beekeepers around here 
do minimal weekly inspections of their hives. 
This involves just looking in the top one or two 
boxes of the hives to make sure there is 
plenty of room for bees to do their work. A 
strong hive can fill up a super fairly quickly -- 
sometimes just a few days if they're really 
going at it -- so we need to make sure that if 
they're in a honey-making mood, they have a 
place to put it. 
 
The problem is that most of us are tempted to 
do more than the minimal inspections our 
hives need. We find the bees so interesting 
and what's going on in the hive so fascinating 
that we have the urge to dig down deeper into 
the hive to find the brood cells or the queen 
working or something else. 
 
We should probably resist those urges, 
particularly if there is a lot of activity by the 
bees in and out of the hive. Just about 
anything we do at this time disrupts their work 
and thus makes them less productive. 
 
Prepare for July. For most of us, honey 
extraction is a time-consuming process. It 

involves time, equipment, and usually other 
people to help us out. The smart beekeepers 
use June to get ready for July by doing the 
following: 
 

• Plan a time and strategy for getting the 
honey out of the hive. 

• Get together all of the equipment you 
will need for extraction. The Blount 
County Beekeepers Association has 
extraction equipment that you can 
borrow, but it needs to be scheduled, 
so take care of that now. 

• Think about what you will put your 
honey in once you get it. Some 
beekeepers have to scramble to get 
jars or the plastic bears or whatever 
together even as they are extracting 
because they haven't planned ahead 
very well. 

• Mark the date. Pick out a date when you 
want to extract, and line up the folks 
who can help you. 

• Think about what happens after 
extraction. What will you do with your 
boxes? What about feeding? What 
medications are you going to use this 
year? 

 
Doing all this in June will not only be good 
planning but will also distract you from getting 
in the way of your bees. 
 
 
 
 

 

Seasonal management 

     Don’t stand in front of the hive 
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Nick Hanson 
 
I started the winter with one strong and one not 
so strong hive of bees. By spring I had only one 
strong hive with lots of bees.  
 
During late April and early May I noted large 
number of bees adjacent to the hive on a couple 
of occassions. After a few hours things just 
returned to normal with bees coming and going in 
a normal fashion. (That should have been the first 
hint, but being the inexperienced beekeeper that I 
am I thought that all that ends well is OK.)  
 
Next thing I know the cowd outside the hive has 
ascended into a nearby tree and are hanging from 
a branch in classic swarm style. That was Mother's 
Day. So not being too sure about going after the 
bees, I called the "Swarm Doctor". He came right 
away in the Swarm Truck with all the needed 
equipment, except the lift. I supplied that with the 
bucket on the tractor.  
 
Dr. Doug (pictured on the right) very skillfully cut 
the branch from the tree. I lowered him smoothly 
to the ground and we put the swarm outside an 
empty hive body. Dr. Doug tried to coax the bees 
in to the new hive body. They would have nothing 
of it and returned to the old hive body instead, 
and life was good -- so I thought.  
  
At the BCBA meeting, I sought out Prof. Tarwater 
to relay the experience and seek his counsel. He 
said they would swarm again in a couple of days. 
Ya know, just two days later they swarmed again 
as predicted and picked a higher branch in a more 
distant tree to swarm on.  
 
Having observed the ease with which Dr. Doug 
retrieved the swarm, I figured there was nothing 
to it. So I got the tractor out and got a neighbor, 
who could fit into a child’s bee suit, to assist by 
raising and lowering me in the bucket. Well I was 
all decked out, bucket and bee brush in hand 
ready to have at it when the bucket topped out I 
was about arms length from the swarm.  
 
Undaunted, I pull the branch down and began to 
brush bees into the bucket hoping the queen 
would be among them. Of course they were not 
well behaved and kept flying out of the bucket 
and buzzing around me expressing their 

displeasure. (The tree branch was bigger than 
I thought I could cut and manage.)  
 
When I finally thought I had coaxed enough 
bees and hopefully the queen into the bucket, 
I tried to pour the bees into a waiting hive. 
You guessed it -- they just departed to rejoin 
the bees in the tree. After three tries I had 
had enough and besides it was getting dark.  I 
figured I needed a new plan.  
 
After thinking about it over night, I decided to 
use the pole saw to cut the limbs away and 
down to the swarm. Then I would use a hand 
saw and cut a small portion of the limb and 
guide it into the tractor bucket, lower it to the 
ground and park it in front of the empty hive. 
By the time I got everything together is was 
too late, the whole swarm had departed for 
parts unknown never to be seen again.  
 
If there is a moral to the story, it is to have a 
good working plan, all the equipment on hand, 
and lot more knowledge about bee behavoir 
than I had. I must say that it was an 
experience and a good lesson. Next time I will 
be prepared! 
 
 

 

A beginner takes a swarm 
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Brown discusses plants for bees at May meeting 
Herbalist and Blount County Beekeepers 
Association member Jim Brown talked about 
a variety of plants that are good for bees at 
the last meeting of the BCBA in May. 
 
Brown had an extensive list of plants, and 
here are some quotes and summaries of his 
description of some of the plants.: 
 
Bee balm 

"It's a bit of a spreader, and sometimes the 
leaves will turn a bit of a gray on you. . . . 
It makes a lot of nice, pretty flowers. It's a 
mid-summer bloomer." 

 
Catnip 

Bees love it as well as cats, and it repels 
mosquitos. 

 
Rosemary 

Rosemary is one of the more common 
plants that people grow. Bees like the 
pretty blue flowers, but it blooms at a 
variety of times -- sometimes early, 
sometime late. Rosemary, the legend says, 
is only suppose to grow in the garden of a 
righteous person. Rosemary does not grown 
well inside, so don't bring them in your 
house. 

 
Thyme 

"I've seen a hundred honeybees on a thyme 
plant over at UT gardens." There are lots of 
varieties, and thyme is a herb that goes 
well in just about any recipe. The blooms 
are tiny, but the bees love them. 
 

Vitex-Chasetree 
Vitex is a great bee plant. It blooms late in 
the summer and into the fall, and the bees 
are all over it. It has a beautiful blue bloom 
that looks a little like a lilac. Vitex grows 
very fast. It is actually a tree, but 
gardeners can do a lot with it according to 
how they want it to look in their garden. 

 
Jim and his wife Delores operate the Honey 
Rock Herb Farm in Louisville. 
 
You can listen to an audio recording of these 
descriptions from Jim himself at Honey Dot 
Comb (http://honeydotcomb.blogspot.com). 
 

 



 

Dale Hinkle and his observation hive were the 
hit of Monroe County Ag Day in May. 
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