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NEWSLETTER
OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE NOVEMBER 13TH AT 6:30 pm
AT THE MARYVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 611
SHERWOOD DR ACROSS FROM FOOTHILLS MALL. OUR
SPEAKER WILL BE JENNIFER BERRY, AN
INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN SPEAKER. SEE HER BIO
ELSWHERE IN THIS NEWSLETTER. WE ARE EXPECTING A
GOOD CROWD SO COME EARLEY.
OUR CHRISTMAS DINNER WILL BE HELD AT St. JOHNS LUTHERN
CHURCH ON SANDY SPRINGS ROAD. THE COST THIS YEAR IS
$15.OO. THIS NEEDS TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE TO BERNIE McGRAW
BY DEC 1st AND CANNOT ACCEPT ADDITIONS AFTER DEC 1st.
BERNIE’S ADDRESS IS Bernie McGraw, 1220 Havenwood Dr. Maryville, Tn
37804.THERE WILL ALSO BE ENTERTAINMENT.
IF ANYONE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN A DEMO ON HOW TO USE
THE OXALIC ACID VAPORIZER FOR THE TREAT-MENT OF
VARROA MITES, CONTACT CHUCK DAVIS OR HARLEN BREEDEN
AND WE WILL SET A DATE TO DO THIS.
THE CLUB HAS THREE VAPORIZERS TO LOAN OUT. CALL NOWELL
CLEVERLY TO RESERVE ONE AT 865-389-0160.

If you know of anyone that isn’t getting the BCBA Newsletter please
have them call me, Harlen Breeden at 865-719-1828 or email me at
harlenbreeden@gmail.com I want everyone to get the Newsletter for
it is our way of communicating with the membership.
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November 13th, 2017
Jennifer Berry will be our guest speaker in November. She will be sharing a two-part
lecture on Keeping Your Bees Alive. Please mark your calendar for this meeting you
won’t want to miss this opportunity to hear one of the most knowledgeable and
experienced speakers in the beekeeping world today.

Jennifer Berry

For over 17 years, Jennifer Berry has been the Apicultural Research
Professional and Lab Manager for the University of Georgia Honey Bee
Program. Her research objectives have focused on queen breeding, keeping
bees alive, the sub-lethal effects of pesticides on beneficial insects and IPM
techniques for varroa and small hive beetle control. Jennifer’s extension
duties include teaching beekeeping to people from all walks of life,
including those in Central and South America, to those imprisoned in
Georgia’s maximum-security prisons. She is also passionate about
educating the public about the importance of beneficial insects and is
somewhat of a regular columnist for Bee Culture magazine. On weekends
and nights, she operates Honey Pond Farm, a honey bee venture that sells
quality nucleus colonies and teaches how to raise superior queens at her
farm in Georgia.
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November - Chuck's Corner
I hope everyone enjoyed the auction last month. It was a lot of fun and BCBA was
able to raise $1273 to be used for upcoming grants and various awards in the
coming year.
Thank you all for participating.
We had several of our members attend the TBA Conference in Cookeville last
month. I believe we all learn something new in the different break-out sessions. If
you didn't make it last year, you may want to consider attending next year.
Nomination for next year's officers was presented last month and at the beginning
of the November we will vote on those nominated. There will be no discussion at
the November meeting – just the vote.
Those nominated to serve in 2018 were:
President – Chuck Davis
Vice Pres – Mark Evans
Secretary – Mark Ford
Treasurer – Bernie McGraw
Member at Large – Doug Carnathan
Member at Large – Laura Atwood
Member at Large – Josh Chambers
December, we will have our Christmas Dinner in lieu of a regular
meeting. Tickets must be purchased as quickly as possible to allow an accurate
count for the catering group. Please purchase the tickets from Bernie at the
November meeting or mail him the money for the number of tickets you want.
Bernie’s address is. Bernie McGraw,1220 Havenwood Dr.

Maryville, TN 37804
See you in November!
~Chuck
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BCBA T-SHIRTS
For anyone wanting a BCBA logo t-shirt, please get your orders in to Amy
Chambers (865) 983-2114 and turn your money in at the next meeting. These are
100% pre-shrunk cotton shirts, with a high-quality vinyl heat press logo. Short
sleeve shirts are available in gray or white. Cost is $12 each. Add an
additional $2 for 2XL, and an additional $3 for 3XL. Long sleeve shirts are
available in white only. Cost is $12 each. Add an additional $2 for 2XL, and an
additional $3 for 3XL. IF INTERESTED CALL HER AT 865-983 2114. If you can’t

make the NOV meeting and want a shirt mail your order to chuck by Nov 15th.
Chuck Davis, 828 Goddard St. Alcoa, TN 37701

Seasonal Management:
This is the time of the year to get prepared for winter. Food and ventilation are
the two most important subjects too be aware of at this time. First make sure
that your hives are ventilated at the top. Many intercovers have notches cut in
the rims for ventilation purposes. Make sure that this opening is not covered or
stopped up when putting on the top cover. Remember “DRY BEES-ALIVE BEES”
AND “WET BEES-DEAD BEES”. THE BEES KEEP THE AREA AROUND THEIR
CLUSTER WARM. WHEN THE WARM AIR COME’S IN CONTACT WITH THE COLD
TOP IT WILL CAUSE CONDENSATION AND DRIP (RAIN) ON THE BEES AND IN
COLD TEMPERATURE’S, FREEZE THE BEES.
Continued on Page #10
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Bee Inspectors

It’s the state law to have your beehives
registered, so don’t neglect this important
duty.
If you want them inspected, below is a list
of association bee inspectors. There is no
cost for this service. If you are planning to
move hives, they must be inspected.
Stacey Adair, 983-6223
Jose Ashbrook 258-8636
Ricky Baily, 250-8123
Dennis Barry, 414-2116
Harlen Breeden, 719-1828
Dale Hinkle, 423-261-5234
Charlie Parton, 984-3059
Stephanie Tarwater,293-6229

BCBA OFFICERS
Chuck Davis, President
865-566-3690
Mark Evans, Vice President
865-556-6191
Bernie McGraw, Treasurer
865-984-1005
Mark Ford, Secretary
865-603-2016
Harlen Breeden, Alt. Officer
865-719-1828
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Bell’s Bees: By ESTHER ROBERTS
Bell’s Bees: Tennessee Beekeeper Association Convention 2017: A
Newbie’s Perspective
As new beekeepers, Greg and I considered whether we should
attend the Tennessee Beekeeper Association Convention or if it would
be “above” our level of skills and abilities. In the end, we decided to go,
to see what we could learn and to meet more beekeepers from all
across the State.
WOW! Are we ever glad we went to TBA Convention! There
were so many helpful, useful classes over the packed two-day agenda!
Upon our arrival and getting settled, we actually sat down and
strategized about which of us would attend which course, so we could
learn as much as possible.
From practical lab courses (take your veil to Convention!) to
legislative updates, to in-depth courses on pest identification,
prevention, and protection, Greg and I found the Convention to be
absolutely worth the time and investment.
The vendors ranged from major beekeeper suppliers to homemade crafts, professionally made gift items, bee-based beauty
products, jewelry, and even a great t-shirt vendor! TBA had a table
with TBA products there, as well, including hoodies, coffee cups and
other items.
Membership in TBA, and the costs associated with Convention
attendance, are very reasonable and you definitely get your money’s
worth in instruction! Further, the folks are friendly – especially to
newbies like us – and we felt welcome and included at all the events,
meetings, and meals we attended.
My one caveat and advice to
others who are considering attending Convention is this: temper one’s
expectations regarding “convention food.”
Continued page #7
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Tennessee Tech catered the box lunches and the Friday evening supper;
while adequate, none of the food was exceptional in taste, amount, or
presentation. We will probably pack our own lunches next year.
Cookeville is a lovely town, with a beautiful park right downtown
that includes a water feature! There are also some great coffee shops
and stores that make an evening stroll downtown delightful.
Greg and I are so glad we attended Convention this year and
we’re already looking forward to next year!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: DENNIS BARRY

BCBA is Proud to Spotlight Our Member Dennis
Barry: Tennessee’s Lifetime Member Award
Recipient
The Tennessee Beekeeper’s Association honored Dennis Barry at
the 2017 TBA Convention. Dennis was named, “Lifetime Member” –
the highest honor awarded by the TBA.
Dennis has been a beekeeper since 2004. Dennis is a selfprofessed “sideliner” – he sells some honey and he also removes
colonies and swarms from buildings.
In addition to being honored by the TBA for his beekeeping
expertise and being an unofficial “master beekeeper,” Dennis just
completed a gardening course in Blount County and is now a certified
Master Gardener
Congratulations, Dennis! TBA Lifetime Member Award 2017
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LAURA’S BLURB
“One can no more approach people without love than one can
approach bees without care. Such is the quality of bees...”
― Leo Tolstoy
Since most of us are done with our bee care other than feeding for the
year, I decided to write this month about the benefits of membership
to the BCBA, Blount County Beekeeper’s Association. What are the
benefits of contributing to and maintaining our bee community during
the winter when our bees are pretty much on their own?
Like our bees, we are more successful when we stick together. Working
with other people can sometimes seem to complicate things, but the
breadth of information, inspiration, resources and support that we rely
on as part of a group like the BCBA is a great way to get through the
Winter and prepare for the Spring.
Staying tuned in to each other at meetings, at the Christmas dinner or
on Facebook will keep us all thinking about the bees and other
pollinators for the next few months when there may be little else we
can do except think about it. Maintaining good alliances is good for our
bees so we know when to plant what flowers or give which supplement
at what time. But it’s also good for us to stay connected to our own
community during these short days. Humans, like bees, are social
animals and I think together maybe we can beat the 60% colony death
rate of last year.
~Laura Atwood
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TBA CONFERENCE 2017
WE HAD SEVERAL OF OUR MEMBERS TO ATTENED THE TBA CONFERENCE. IT WAS A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FROM START TO FINISH. THE CONFERENCE FEATURED SPEAKERS DR. MARION
ELLIS; UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA, AND DR. LEO SHARASHKIN; FOUNDER OF HorizontalHive.com
AND EDITOR OF KEEPING BEES WITH A SMILE. THERE WERE BREAKOUT SESSIONS FEATURING
MANY DIFFERENT SUBJECTS ABOUT BEEKEEPING. HERE ARE SOME PICTURES.
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SEASONAL MANAGEMENT: Continued from page #4
A good strong colony will need approximately 50lbs of food to
make it through the winter. If your colonies don’t have this, it
may be necessary to supplement them with food. A way to do
this is to add sugar blocks directly on to the frames in the top
of the box. A 4lb bag of sugar can be placed on the bars on top
of the colony with the addition of a spacer. Another way that
is being talked about a lot recently on the WEB is to use candy
boards. Go to this link for a good video to watch on you tube
https://youtu.be/kIDJNYBzxtc

Place entrance reducers on your colonies with mouse guards.
Mice like to over winter in the hives to get out of the wind and
cold. Put a heavy weight on top of the hives in case of heavy
winds, so the tops won’t blow off.
Enjoy the winter, read and study about bees. The internet is
loaded with information. Clean, Paint, and build new
equipment in preparation for Spring and Pray our Bees make
it through to Spring.
~HARLEN BREEDEN

Blount County Beekeepers Association
c/o Mark Ford
3018 French Creek Road
Knoxville, TN 37920
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