
                                                                                                                                                          PAGE 1 
 
 

BCBA 
 

BLOUNT COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION    MARCH-2019 

 

BCBA 

MARCH 

NEWSLETTER 
  

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE MARCH THE 11TH AT THE MARYVILLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 611 SHERWOOD DR. AT 6:30pm. OUR MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS FREE 
AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. OUR PRESIDENT DALE HINKLE WILL BE OUR 
SPEAKER. HE WILL BE SPEAKING ON QUEEN REARING AND KEEPING IT 
SIMPLE. BY FOLLOWING HIS METHODS ANYONE CAN RAISE THEIR OWN 
QUEENS. 

 
IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BE A CONTRIBUTOR TO THE NEWSLETTER, (WRITING 
AN ARTICLE PERTAINING TO BEEKEEPING OR EVEN INTERVIEWING BEEKEEPERS BY 
PHONE), CALL ME HARLEN BREEDEN AT (865)719-1828 AND LET ME KNOW. THIS 
ALWAYS MAKES OUR NEWSLETTER MORE INTERESTING. 
 
WE JUST HAD A VERY SUCESSFUL SHORT COURSE AND HAD MANY NEW 
MEMBERS AS A RESULT. WE WELCOME THESE TO OUR ASSOCIATION.  WE WILL 
BE AWARDING FIVE GRANTS AT THIS MEETING. THERE WILL ALSO BE A 
WOODENWARE CLASS ON MARCH 16TH FOR NEW BEEKEEPERS. YOU WILL LEARN 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT YOUR BEE EQUIPMENT. THIS WILL BE HELD AT THE 
MASONIC LODGE LOCATED AT 797 VOSE STREET AT THE CORNER OF VOSE ST. 
AND WRIGHT ROAD, ALCOA, TN. WE WILL START PROMPTLY AT 9:00 AM AND BE 
DONE BY NOON. 
 



                                                                                                                                                          PAGE 2 
 
 

The TBA contributes to our local clubs. I would like to encourage our members to 
join the TBA and support our state organization. The dues are only $10 a year or if 
you join for two years it is $18 for two years 
 
FYI: WE HAVE A FACEBOOK GROUP. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER JUST GO TO 

FACEBOOK AND SHEARCH FOR BLOUNT COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION. THERE IS A BCBA 
IN ALABAMA SO MAKE SURE YOU ARE ON THE TENNESSEE GROUP. IT IS A GOOD PLACE TO ASK 
QUESTIONS, BUY OR SELL BEE RELATED ITEMS. SEVERAL EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS MONITOR 

THIS SITE AND ARE WILLING ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS. KEEP IT BEE RELATED. 

 
 

WE ARE STARTING A NEW YEAR IN BEEKEEPING AND AS ALWAYS IT IS 
THE TIME OF YEAR TO PAY OUR DUES. BERNIE HAS ASK THAT WE 
MAIL OUR DUES IN TO AVOID STANDING IN LINE AT THE MEETING. 
DUES ARE $20.00 AND MAIL THEM TO BERNIE McGRAW, 1220 
HAVENWOOD DR.  MARYVILLE, TN. 37804. HE WILL BE TAKING 
PAYMENT AT THE MEETING ALSO.  TO AVOID INTERUPTION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER PLEASE PAY BEFORE APRIL 1ST 

 
                                           DALES CORNER: 
We had a great short course last month with 95 in attendance. Everyone stepped 
up and took part in helping “THANK YOU”. I can’t say that enough. A good lunch 
was provided by Smokey View Apiaries and Dadant of Kentucky, Thanks. It was 
much appreciated.  
We will be having our Field Day the last Saturday in April at Charlie Parton’s 
apiary.  
I went to the North Carolina/South Carolina joint meeting March 1 and 2 in 
Monroe, North Carolina. If you haven’t been to a state meeting or regional 
meeting it is a must. I encourage all to attend one of the upcoming events. It 
really is a great learning experience. 
We still have some cold weather ahead of us, so be mindful of your bees. Look in 
the hive don’t trust the weight of the hive to ensure enough food is in the hive. 
Let the honey flow. 

 
Bee Bold. 
Dale Hinkle 
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                                 March Seasonal Management: 

Spring is the busiest time of the year for old and new beekeepers alike. The bees are 
beginning to build up in our overwintered colonies, and our new beekeepers are making 
plans for the arrival of their nucs and packages in April. 
For our new beekeepers, it is time to get all your wooden ware built and painted. I would 
suggest you use the best glue and paint you can to decrease time spent in the future on 
repairs and replacement of damaged equipment. Titebond III waterproof glue is 
recommended to use in all joints along with your nails. Using a primer on the hive bodies 
before painting can extend the life of your paint and spending a few more dollars on a gallon 
of good exterior paint is certainly money well spent!  
For the new beekeepers, if you are going to use plastic foundation, it is best not to mix wax 
and plastic in the same box. If your nuc comes on wax and you are using plastic, as the bees 
draw out the plastic foundation, move the wax frames toward the outside of the box as the 
center is drawn, and eventually remove from the hive. The bee space will be correct if all the 
same type of foundation is used within the hive body. And my best advice, FEED, FEED, FEED! 
Nucs and packages both.  
At this time, our new beekeepers should also have their apiary set up. You want to be able to 
access the bee yard easily, have ample room to maneuver vehicles and equipment as needed 
near the apiary, and allow for plenty of sunshine. Elevated hives help keep pests from 
harassing the bees, but also take into consideration that if elevated too high it can make 
supering for honey a challenge, especially on a good honey flow!  
For our established beekeepers coming out of winter, please keep a close eye on your honey 
stores. The weather has been a roller coaster this spring, and with all the rain, most colonies 
are light. Liquid feed is recommended and check for crowding. After we get past this very cold 
snap that is coming, if the queen is up in the top hive body and there is no brood below, it is 
ok to reverse boxes. If there is brood in both boxes, it is best to leave them as they are.  
Check on mite problems, address before the honey flow, and watch for swarming behavior. I 
recently did some inspections for a beekeeper who is going to be selling nucs, and we found 
swarm cells in one of the colonies. There are very few drones in the colonies at this time, and 
mated queens are not due to be delivered in our area for a few more weeks, so swarm 
management is challenging right now. Giving room to the colony would hopefully relieve 
some congestion and decrease swarming tendencies, but watch these colonies closely, and 
hope you are in the bee yard when the swarm issues! 
For established beekeepers, get your inspections done if you are planning to sell nucs, finalize 
your plans for making splits and requeening, and make sure your honey equipment is aired 
out and ready to go on the colonies by the first of April. I would also suggest having extra 
equipment ready for swarm calls. Spring sneaks up on us too soon! Happy beekeeping to all 
our members, old and new! 
 

~Stacey Adair 
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LAURA’S BLURB 
 

March of the Honeybee Keepers 
 
 This month BCBA has held its monthly meeting and the short course. Both 

were wonderful indications that spring is right around the corner. As beekeepers, 

we all know we have to get busy, preparing equipment and checking our bees on 

warm days to make sure they don’t run out of sugar while they’re covering brood. 

The expert speakers at the short course recommended formic acid as the best 

option right now for treating varroa mites before honey flow is underway (in about 

6 weeks). So, there is a to do list.  
 But since we don’t have any new bees yet… I suggest it is also a good time 

for reflection. At meetings this month I have noticed a pattern: There is no 

discernible pattern! Beekeepers who used very similar techniques and treatment 

methods this year had greatly varied results. The same beekeepers who did the 

same thing this year as last year, had much different results this year than they did 

last year. Some had great losses, some had fewer. Some had a better honey yield, 

some yielded considerably less honey this year. There was also great variation 

across the state in 2018. West Tennessee beekeepers’ losses averaged 50% while 

East Tennessee beekeepers’ average bee loss was closer to 95%. Again, no one 

knows exactly why, although a sudden upsweep in tracheal mites was responsible 

for part of the increase in bee deaths. 
 In a recent conversation with veteran beekeeper Howard Kerr, he said that 

from 1965-1995 annual losses were minimal, even if the beekeeper didn’t really 

know what he/she was doing. Now, it seems that no amount and/or correct 

application of current knowledge can guarantee the prevention of excessive losses.  
 Our needs for more and better research is evident but not immediately 

forthcoming. In the meantime, as beekeepers we are also citizen scientists who can, 

as a community, share our passion, knowledge and expertise to create safer spaces 

for bees. So, don’t give up! You're probably doing as well as anyone else who 

trying to keep bees right now. Science will catch up and show us what we can’t yet 

see.  
 For those of you who were not able to stay until the raffle drawing at the end 

of the short course, warm cheers were shared by all when Harlen’s complete hive 

and the bee suit went to kids! The next generation is learning with us.  
  

~LAURA ATWOOD 
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Smokey Ridge Apiaries 
Judy O’Dell 

Owner, Manager 
368 O’Dell Rd. Maryville, Tn 37801 

info@smokeyridgeapiaries.com  
865-984-5393 

Beekeeping Equipment and Supplies  

                  BCBA OFFICERS 
            Dale Hinkle, President                                        
                      423-261-5234 
 
          Josh Chambers, Vice 
President 
                      865-983-2114 
                                                                                                                                         
           Bernie McGraw, Treasurer                                                                                                                                                        
                     865-984-1865  
                  
                Kathy Flaherty, 
Secretary                                                                                                                         
                      203-314-0270 
                
           Harlen Breeden, Alt. 
Officer                                                                                                            
                       865-719-1828 
                                                                                                                                  

 

Bee Inspectors 
It’s the state law to have your 
beehives registered, so don’t 

neglect this important duty. 
If you want them inspected, 
below is a list of association 

bee inspectors. There is no 
cost for this service. If you are 

planning to move hives, they 
must be inspected. 
 

Stacey Adair, 983-6223        
 

Ricky Baily, 250-8123           
 
Dennis Barry, 414-2116 

 
Harlen Breeden, 719-1828     

 
Charlie Parton, 776-1875       
 

Stephanie Tarwater,293-6229 
 

 

PLACE AN AD  
If you would like to place an ad in the 
BCBA newsletter, please call one of our 
officers listed in this publication. 
Business card ads are $32 for a paid 
member or $40 for a non-member.  
 
 

mailto:info@smokeyridgeapiaries.com


                                                                                                                                                          PAGE 6 
 
 

  

                                              
 

 
MEMBERS WITH BEE RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE 
Howard Kerr Will have HFC syrup for sale. Call 865-982-6750 
Harlen Breeden has quarts of 65% Formic Acid for sale. Call 865-719-1828 
Ricky Bailey taking orders for nuc’s 865-250-8123 
Charlie Parton taking orders for California Queens call 865-776-1875 
Peanut Inman is taking orders for Queens call 340-3871 
Mike Smith has full 10 frame colony for sale call 865 379-1760 
Charlie Parton has 20 cases of lg/mouth quart jars for sale call 865-776-1875 
 
 
 

Blount County Beekeepers Association  
c/o Kathy Flaherty 

3018 French Creek Road 

Knoxville, TN 37920 
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                              SHORT COURSE PIC’S 

  

 SARAH AND JOHN QULLIN FIRST YEAR BK’S

 

 

 

 PAST BCBA PRESIDENT  CHUCK DAVIS W/PRESIDENT DALE 
HINKLE LOOKING ON 

 
Figure 1PAST BCBA PRESIDENT CHUCK DAVIS W/PRESIDENT 
DALE HINKLE LOOKING ON 

 
Figure 2PAST BCBA PRESIDENT CHUCK DAVIS 

 

ADAM HAWK 1ST YEAR BK'R 
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3 OF OUR OFFICERS HERE. BERNIE, LAURA AND 
JOSH 

 

THIS FELLOW WON THE HIVE THAT WAS 
RAFFLED OFF. DIDN'T GET HIS NAME 
 

 
               Coley sure looks busy 

 

   
NOELLE OUR BUSY LIBRARIAN 
 


