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april 2020
n e w s l e t t e r

n e x t  m e e t i n g
Due to Covid-19, all meetings are cancelled indefinitely.
You will receive an e-mail once meetings are on a  
regular schedule again.

Stay safe & healthy!

Spring is in the air!!! How exciting for all you 
new beekeepers. Swarms are happening all 
over the place.  

We will NOT be meeting this month, SORRY.
HOWEVER, enclosed is a link sopnsered by 
UT to help beekeepers, please watch.  

So stay home and safe with your bees. 
Each month go around and greet our new 
members and guest and welcome them. 
We are still working on the County Apiary, 
its coming.
Dues are now due. At the next meeting, 
see Bernie before the meeting starts, not 
during. Thanks. It’s still $20.00. 

I look forward to seeing everyone, in the 
future. Come early and let’s talk bees.
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p r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e 
Dale Hinkle

b c b a  o f f i c e r s
 

            Dale Hinkle, President                                       
                      423-261-5234

       Josh Chambers, Vice President
                      865-983-2114

Bernie McGraw, Treasurer 
865-984-1005                                                                                                                                          

    
                Kathy Flaherty, Secretary                                                                                                                        

                      203-314-0270
               

           Harlen Breeden, Alt. Officer
                      865-719-1828

                                                                                                                                 

b e e  i n s p e ct o r s
It’s the state law to have your 
beehives registered, so don’t 

neglect this important duty.
If you want them inspected, 

below is a list of association bee 
inspectors. There is no cost for 
this service. If you are planning 

to move hives, they must be 
inspected.

Stacey Adair  983-6223

Ricky Bailey  250-8123

Bob Coles  789-5684 

Harlen Breeden  719-1828

Charlie Parton  776-1875

Chuck Davis  566-3690
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s e a s o na l  m a na g e m e n t 
Coley O’Dell 

 April is an exciting month for a 
beekeeper, with the warm days and 
flowers blooming.  Our bees are 
flying, bringing in pollen and some 
nectar. Beekeepers should have all 
medications off by now.  You should 
have made preparation in January 
& February for swarms and to make 
splits. 
 
This time of year the bees are 
building up at a rapid pace; so now 
is the time to make splits. This helps 
in keeping your bees from swarming; 
plus you can replace hives lost from 
last year.
 
You should have honey supers on 
now for the honey flow; plus this 
helps with overcrowding to keep 
the bees from swarming. If you have 
drawn comb supers, that is a plus; if 
not, place your new foundation super 
without a queen excluder for about 
7-10 days. This gives the bees time 
to start working the new foundation.  
Smoke the bees out of the super.  
Make sure the queen is not in the 
super or frames, then place queen 
excluder between hive body and 
super.  Add more supers as needed.
 
Be safe and hope each of you make 
plenty of honey. 
 
 

Promoting honeybee awareness all over 
town! Photo from Ben Pinnell.
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“s tay  at  h o m e ”  
b e e k e e p i n g  s e r i e s 
John Wilson 

Dear BCBA Members,
 
Please consider participating the 
‘Stay at Home Beekeeping’ series 
of educational presentations. (Flyer 
shown on next page). This series 
begins on April 2nd at 7:30 PM EDST 
and continues weekly into the month 
of May. The topics are timely and 
presented by our own Dr. Jennifer 
Tsuruda and other apiary specialists 
from around the southeast United 
States. The series is free and only 
require you to register at the following 
link  
http://www.aces.edu/go/1196 
 
Blount County Beekeepers may also 
wish to visit the UT Entomology & 
Plant Pathology FaceBook page here:
https://www.facebook.com/EPPTN 
to learn more about this and other 
programs of interest. We wish to thank 
Dr. Tsuruda and her colleagues at 
neighboring land-grant institutions for 
making this series available. 

Thanks and Bee Safe . . . Bee Well.

John Wilson
Director
UT/TSU – Blount County Extension

As of now, this registration is full.
Recordings of these live videos have 
been posted on Lawrence County 
Alabama Extension Office’s Facebook 
page under “videos”. Past videos have 
been linked at the bottom of the email.



Stay at Home

Distance Learning for Beekeeping Clubs
Social distancing to resist COVID-19 doesn’t mean you need to stop learning about your 

favorite social insect!

Beekeeping Series

ALL ARE WELCOME!  IT’S FREE!
Apr 2: Ten mistakes beginners make, with Lonnie Funderburg (Blount Co. Beekeepers, AL)
Apr 7: Coping with pesticides, with Jack Rowe (Alabama Extension)
Apr 16: Learning from pandemics, with Dr. Jennifer Tsuruda (University of Tennessee)
Apr 30: Queen management essentials, with Dr. Juliana Rangel (Texas A&M University)
May 14: Bee and parasite biogeography, with Dr. Keith Delaplane (University of Georgia)
May 28: What’s killing honey bees, with Dr. Jamie Ellis (University of Florida)

We’re offering members of beekeeping clubs the chance to attend ’remote’ meetings from the 
comfort of one’s own home using a computer or mobile device. Each event will bring participants 

up to date on timely beekeeping topics. Time for Q&A included.

6:30 pm 
–

7:30pm

Central 
Time

Questions? Email Allyson Shabel ams0137@aces.edu

Register at  http://www.aces.edu/go/1196
or watch live at: https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension/

Our institutions are equal opportunity educators and employers. Everyone is welcome! 
See our efforts here: ACES | Auburn | Florida | Georgia | Tennessee | Texas A&M 
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Ellington Agricultural Center, Box 40627, Melrose Station, 
436 Hogan Road, Porter Building, Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837-5342, Fax: (615) 837-5246, Cell: (615)517-4451 
Website: https://tn.gov/agriculture/topic/ag-businesses-bees, E-mail: Mike.Studer@.tn.gov 

 
 

 
 
     TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
 

   
   Dr. Charlie Hatcher        DIVISION OF CONSUMER AND INDUSTRY SERVICES 
   COMMISSIONER                                           PLANT CERTIFICATION/APIARY SECTION
                                        

  
March 23, 2020 
 
 
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture has deemed that the protection of our food supply is an 

essential service. TDA will continue service to citizens while maintaining the health and safety of employees. 
TDA will communicate with employees regularly and any time additional information becomes available. 
TDA will provide guidance to inspectors during this time of uncertainty and rapid change. All meetings are 
cancelled until further notice. At the present time all scheduled Apiary inspections will be conducted on 
schedule. With the rapidly changing situation that may change at any time. If it becomes necessary to 
suspend inspections for a period of time, I will notify the beekeepers of the change. At this time anyone 
scheduled for an inspection that has reason to believe they may have been exposed to anyone that has covid-
19 or that is feeling ill please inform your inspector so that precautions can be taken to reduce the spread of 
covid-19. If the few inspectors we have become infected that would cause an unnecessary delay for everyone 
needing inspections and the sale of bees this spring. This pandemic has hit us at the worst time of the year for 
the beekeeping industry. 

 
 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael D. Studer 
 

 

 

Ellington Agricultural Center, Box 40627, Melrose Station, 
436 Hogan Road, Porter Building, Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837-5342, Fax: (615) 837-5246, Cell: (615)517-4451 
Website: https://tn.gov/agriculture/topic/ag-businesses-bees, E-mail: Mike.Studer@.tn.gov 

 
 

 
 
     TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
 

   
   Dr. Charlie Hatcher        DIVISION OF CONSUMER AND INDUSTRY SERVICES 
   COMMISSIONER                                           PLANT CERTIFICATION/APIARY SECTION
                                        

  
March 23, 2020 
 
 
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture has deemed that the protection of our food supply is an 

essential service. TDA will continue service to citizens while maintaining the health and safety of employees. 
TDA will communicate with employees regularly and any time additional information becomes available. 
TDA will provide guidance to inspectors during this time of uncertainty and rapid change. All meetings are 
cancelled until further notice. At the present time all scheduled Apiary inspections will be conducted on 
schedule. With the rapidly changing situation that may change at any time. If it becomes necessary to 
suspend inspections for a period of time, I will notify the beekeepers of the change. At this time anyone 
scheduled for an inspection that has reason to believe they may have been exposed to anyone that has covid-
19 or that is feeling ill please inform your inspector so that precautions can be taken to reduce the spread of 
covid-19. If the few inspectors we have become infected that would cause an unnecessary delay for everyone 
needing inspections and the sale of bees this spring. This pandemic has hit us at the worst time of the year for 
the beekeeping industry. 

 
 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael D. Studer 
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p l ac e  a n  a d
If you would like to place an ad in the BCBA 
newsletter, please call one of our officers 
listed in this publication. Business card ads 
are $32 for a paid member or $40 
for a non-member. 

t e ac h i n g  h i v e  &  p h o t o s
The teaching hive and pictures are available 
to all club members. Come take a look during 
the meeting’s break.  

Smokey Ridge Apiaries

Judy O’Dell
Owner, Manager

368 O’Dell Rd. Maryville, TN 37801
info@smokeyridgeapiaries.com 

865-984-5393
Beekeeping Equipment and Supplies 

c/o Kathy Flaherty
3066 Butterfly Hollow Road; 

Maryville, TN 37803

b l o u n t  c o u n t y
b e e k e e p e r s  a s s o c i at i o n 
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To check it out, contact 
Dale Hinkle  (423) 261-5234


